Dear Robert, 5 / 11/75 

In what follows I assume that while there any be different inentions in the minds 
of ttofte involved and tnat people can nisuaderst :nd oach other, vrhnt * vj&j told is, if 
not exactly true, close to it* 

leatorday, after telling ao earlier in thn week that ho woula be in touch with 
me, the London Sunday Washington correspondent did phone. In t ho course of the 

conversation lie told ra* that hie paper had bought the rl&hta to the £aprudor film 
from you, Unless yon are the agent for laprudar 4 3 heirs, the can have dire consequences 

lou should understand that 1 Lave hau a friendly relationship with this Times 
for a decade, going oack to 1965t when their tVwn chief U3 correeponaent, now American 
editor in London, triea on hi* own to got ihitewaoh printed. He even interceded with 
^iggina poronully on the WxFoat after a leas than houeot story. One whe loft tnslr 
staff only recently, a man whose family had supplied editors for years, xa one of my 
best friends .You and they ars both ay friends. 

Can you b^gln to imagine tin position in which this surprise? report put xsc in? 

As always, however, I resolve these conflicts in favor of truth. 

There are two other aspects that disturb me. First when I am always available to 
you and even to the degree that does not compromise my integrity backstop you, that 
you would enaged in anything bearing even a close relationship to this report without 
talking to me is w-rrleaooe. As redenetly as the day before, when there vero people 
hero whose tinr and presence were potentially valuable to me ana to all of us, I took 
all the time you wanted to prepared you for tho Gordar/Spitx confrontation. Prior toix 
that, even though weaker than I can remember, I agreed to go to “'etroit, which ntano 
nothing to m© personally, to help you out on thi? Gordon shew. A long h&ttmy tells 
you that 1 am always available to you. (And if it works, you will also knov; that one 
of the endeavors in which I was engaged when you called wa 3 to give you more crediLilty 
in the weakest art of your currant comments. To this end X parted with only copies 
of pictures, something I had sworn not to do ever again.) The other in that you would 
engage in what can be considered fraud within the law without any checking of any kind, 
insofar a a I know; and without getting the relevant inf creation, relevant to definitive 
me of tho film, to go with what could be a mahor story in a paper of influence. 

What this sterns to down to, aside fraa tho possible contamination of your 

recent associations, i~» the question of staying inside your own brltchaa. 

lou have known for years that a major drain on and waste of my tixo has been 
offsetting the creates and the evil potential of thAir operations, r-jgarj.l3B3 of tho 
character and Intent as they conceive intent. That without c peaking to me when I am 
ao debilitated particularly *hen you had oe on tho phone - engage in sc dubious a 
venture was, whether you thought of it or not, to submerge me oven moro into the 
U'.terly needless when there is so much of potential valu.i for which Ican't find tine. 

I am always ready to help ypu. There is a limit to what can be attributed to 
the film. Prota tho beginning of your ilic&tor vonturo I have always ofierou to nelp 
once I had asouranco that it was a responsible project. I have always cautioned you 
that the film alone could not do tho job and the r3cord estabiislieo this. ihea 1 was 
so alok in Hew York I said things 1 did not intend to and now learn I had phono con- 
versations I don't recall, X aid come to your help at that preus oonferuice. you tha 
all ghwa test idea what the tough fiYC preaa corps could have done to you 8 had I not taken 
the heat off you .-dth thu destructions in tho original film me. the citation of uy 
earlier work (to which you UvVSr ma^c rex or once) about a man on the knoll anu Itek's 
confixrLution? Hero you'd >ast underatixid what can still happen to you if the feds start 
u s i n g some of their tough finks for questioning you. I’d had docsos of this and you 
can end with a real disaster if you are not more careful and ore circumspect. 

Shawcroec will be in touch again. Flcees, icL.cdiatcly, in writing or on tape give me a 
full account so I zay be prepared, ^eat to all, even you! 


